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Voiceover Training
Class 4
Your Home Studio
Technology has made it possible that a pro VO talent might never go into a studio. All your work can be done in your home studio and over the Internet. 
You will need:

· A laptop, desktop or netbook computer or tablet with suitable software;
· An external audio mixer;

· A Condenser Microphone with preferably 1-inch (about 25mm) extra-large diaphragm;
· A pop filter, either screen or air diverter;
· A quiet space with audio baffling, such as a walk-in closet filled with clothes.
Realize that the 25mm diaphragm suggested is typically 50% or more larger than what is commonly advertised as "large" diaphragms. So "large" is NOT big enough.
If you do not use an external mixer, you'll need a USB condenser mic that has a headset jack built in. If you don't have a built-in jack or external mixer, you'll need audio hardware in your computer that supports direct playthough (Macs do NOT), and be able to set it up via Windows control panel and possibly Windows registry.

Creating the space

So, how do you make that spare bedroom, walk-in closet or corner of your basement into a functional voice over facility?

Isolation from outside sounds is important. If you live in an apartment, try to locate your studio in a corner as far from the door to the hallway and away from windows. 

When determining the best space, ask yourself what types of interruptions can occur in each area you are considering. Will there be:

· The A/C? 
· Furnace? 
· The refrigerator, 
· The garbage truck, 
· The guy next door mowing his lawn? 
· Airplanes? 
· Kids? 
· Spouse?
Your home studio has to be a designated area that everyone understands is “Off Limits” when you are doing your thing. 

You'll want to make sure the room doesn't sound too "echoey" or "hollow." Treating these problems can be as simple as putting some overstuffed furniture in the room, along with a rug and some drapes over the windows. You can also use a couple of quilts. Or, you can use professional acoustic materials to control sound reflections. 

Consider setting up your recording equipment just outside a closet and your microphone inside the closet.
There are two things you are trying to accomplish:
· Preventing outside noise from coming in, and 

· Keeping the noise you create with your voice from bouncing all over the room and coming back to the mic. 

Putting it together

Plug your microphone cable into the digital recording interface, which is a little box that amplifies and processes the signal from the mic. Plug the interface into one of your computer's USB or Firewire ports. Plug your headphones into the interface. Load the recording/editing software. A couple of adjustments to volume in and out and you are ready to record. Play with it to learn how it works. 

When you have got a gig, voice the copy. Clean it up with an edit or two. Then convert the voiceover sound file to an mp3 file. Finally attach the mp3 file to an email, and send it off to the client via the Internet. Don't forget to attach an invoice, too!
That's a basic home voiceover studio in a nutshell. 
Believe it or not, with these very basic components, some VO talents make their entire living. If you can operate a home stereo and have experience in front of a computer screen, then you can put together and operate a home voiceover studio. With a little practice recording and editing, and some promotion of your home studio, you can quickly recover the cost of your studio and begin to add to your bottom line.
Tip on buying equipment

Consider using a punched-metal air diverter instead of just a pop filter on your mic. Less expensive mics require you to be closer to the mic for the best sound, and the air diverter helps minimize the bursts of air (“plosives”) from certain word sounds, most notably the hard letter “p” sound.

When buying equipment, check the Harmony Central web forums for tips: http://acapella.harmony-central.com/index.php Great websites to comparison shop for equipment include Harmony-Central.com/Recording/ , MusiciansFriend.com/rec and Zzounds.com/cat--Recording—2781.

For recording software, use the free open source audio software Audacity. For your mixer, consider buying a USB mixer with phantom power. This way you can set up a studio anywhere you have a laptop.
The smaller the condenser on your mic, the closer you will have to be for the mic to pick up the full resonance of your voice. With condenser mic diaphragms smaller than 25mm, you may have to be too close to be able to effectively block plosives and sibilance needed to create professional voiceover audio. Also, if you don't use a mixer (or have a headset jack on your USB mic) you may not be able to hear yourself as you record, depending on whether your internal computer audio hardware supports direct playthrough and can be set to activate it.[image: image1.png]
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